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MORPHOLOGICAL AND METRIC FEATURES OF NEMATODES HAEMONCHUS CONTORTUS (RUDOLPHI 1803) COBB 1898 ISOLATED FROM SHEEP (OVIS ARIES LINNAEUS, 1758)
The results of the determination of the features of the imaginal forms structure of nematodes of the species Haemonchus contortus (Rudolphi 1803) Cobb 1898, which parasitize in domestic ovaries (Ovis aries), in the climatic conditions of the central and South-Eastern regions of Ukraine are presented, taking into account their morphometric indices. It has been established that the specific features of the H. contortus males are the features of the morphological structure of the caudal bursa, spicules, shank, sexual cone, and their metric indices. The females of H. contortus have a specific for this species variability in the structure, shape, size, and number of cuticular valves in the vulva.
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Formulation of the problem. Strongylatoses of the digestive tract, in particular haemonchosis, are the most common helminthiasis of sheep in the majority of countries of the world. It is known that the ecological factors, the natural and climatic conditions of the region where the sheep are kept, as well as the timely planning and implementation of veterinary measures, are influenced by the prevalence of haemonchosis, as well as its antihelminthic-resistant properties. Scientists have shown that Haemonchus contortus is characterized by high fertility, a short cycle of development of generations, and significant plastic biological properties. All this may be reflected in their morphological structure, which may change due to the adaptation or appearance of resistance to drugs.

The purpose of the work is to determine the peculiarities of the morphometric structure of nematodes Haemonchus contortus isolated from sheep in the territory of the central and south-eastern regions of Ukraine.
Results of the work. As a result of parasitological studies, the Haemonchus contortus nematodes isolated from sheep found that they have a specific morphological structure. So, the general for the sexually mature males and females was a species sign that there were sufficiently large cervical papillae at the head end. The oral cavity contains one tooth. There is also an excretory hole near the cervical papillae on one side. In immaginal forms of males, nematodes are characterized by specific morphological features, especially the shape, structure and dimensions of the tail bursa, spicules, as well as the differentiated feature include the presence of a steering wheel and a knee cone. The average length of the male body was 18.27±0.36 mm. It was established that the parameters of the body width varied from 90.91±0.41 to 314.72±4.64 μm.
Females H. contortus nematodes have a well developed egg yolk in the morphological structure, the vulva is located in the posterior part of the thalass and is covered by a tongue-like cuticular valve. Tail end conical shape, narrowed, straight, without any formations. Characteristic was the presence of several cuticular valves in the vulva area, which differed in shape, location and structure. So, the length of the body of females, on average, was 27.13±0.43 mm in width fluctuations in different parts of the body from 95.81±0.92 to 445.29±17.23 μm.
Consequently, the determination of the morphological and metric parameters of nematodes of the species Haemonchus contortus will allow effective differential diagnosis of parasites.
Conclusions: 
1. It has been established that nematodes of the species Haemonchus contortus parasitizing in sheep have species specific morphological and metric parameters that are characteristic both for males and females, namely: body size, esophagus, the presence and size of cervical papillae.
2. Differential morphometric characteristics of the sexually mature males H. contortus are the form, structure and dimensions of the sexual bursa, spicules, the steering wheel and the sexual cone.
3. Differential characteristics of sexually mature females H. contortus are the morphological structure and metric indices of egg yolk, eggs, cuticular valves in the vulva area, taking into account their variability.
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