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The article gives data about the analysis of changes in the criminal-procedural legislation of Ukraine in matters of legal grounds for conducting expert examinations and the procedure of involving experts in veterinary medicine. It was established that changes of the criminal procedure legislation in Ukraine on the legal grounds for conducting expert examinations and the procedure of involving experts in veterinary medicine show a systematic approximation of the normative and legal basis of Ukraine in the criminal process to international norms and standards and aim at achieving the maximum level of impartiality on the part of participants of the criminal legal proceedings.
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Formulation of the problem. Modern forensic expertise is an independent part of veterinary science that studies veterinary and biological issues that arise in law enforcement agencies in the process of investigating and prosecuting criminal and civil cases. Existing as a veterinary science, forensic veterinary expertise often encounters legal disciplines [1, 5, 6].

In addition, expert work and forensic expertise, in particular, must strictly comply with the current legislation and respond promptly to all changes to the current legislation that regulates its activities [1, 2].

Thus, on 03.10.2017 Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine adopted the Law «On Amendments to the Commercial Procedural Code of Ukraine, the Civil Procedural Code of Ukraine, the Code of Administrative Procedure of Ukraine and other legislative acts», which, in particular, introduced amendments to the criminal procedural code of Ukraine as part of the grounds for conducting expert examinations and expert appraisal procedures [3].

Such changes to the criminal procedural law significantly change the procedure and legal grounds for the appointment of forensic veterinary expertise that must be known and used by the veterinary experts in their activities.

Analysis of changes in legislation on this topic. In order to analyze changes in the Ukrainian criminal procedure law, it is of paramount importance to directly compare the legal acts to which the legislator has made changes.

The grounds for carrying out expert examinations in criminal proceedings, including forensic veterinary, are the norm of Article 242 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, where the following paragraphs were added to Part 1 before the relevant changes were made:

«Examination is carried out by an expert at the request of a party to criminal proceedings or on the instructions of an investigating judge or court, if special knowledge is necessary to clarify the circumstances relevant to the criminal proceedings. It is not allowed to conduct an examination to find out the issues of law».
Instead, the same part of Article 242 of the Code of Criminal Procedure in the new wording looks like this:

«Examination is carried out by an expert institution, an expert or experts, on the instructions of an investigating judge or court provided at the request of the party to criminal proceedings, or if special circumstances are required to clarify the circumstances relevant to the criminal proceedings. It is not allowed to conduct an examination to find out the issues of law».
Corresponding changes also occurred in part 2 of Article 242 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, where before the introduction of amendments the norm was as follows:

«The investigator or prosecutor must apply to the expert for conducting an examination regarding: ...»
In turn, the new edition of this rule is as follows:

«The investigator or prosecutor must apply to the investigating judge for an examination regarding: ...».

In accordance with the logic of legal reforms, changes have taken place and in order to involve the expert in conducting forensic examinations.

So in the past, the wording of Article 243 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of Ukraine was as follows:

«1. The prosecution party draws the expert in the presence of the grounds for the examination, including at the request of the party of protection or victim.

2. The Party of defense has the right to independently involve experts on contractual terms for the examination, including compulsory.

3. An expert may be involved by an investigating judge at the request of a party of protection in cases and in the manner prescribed by Article 244 of this Code».
Instead, according to the aforementioned Law, Article 243 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of Ukraine has the following form:

«An expert is involved in the presence of the grounds for conducting an examination on behalf of an investigating judge or a court provided at the request of the party to the criminal proceedings» [3, 4].

The purpose of the study is to analyze the changes in the criminal-procedural legislation of Ukraine in matters of legal grounds for conducting expert examinations and the procedure for involving experts in veterinary medicine.

Research results. Comparing the grounds for the appointment of forensic examinations referred to in Article 242 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, the change of subject of direct appeal to an expert or an expert institution is seen first of all.

If earlier the appeal to the expert about the expert examination, including forensic, took place directly from the party criminal proceedings and only allowed the possibility of commissioning for such an examination by the court, then the new edition shows a significant narrowing of the subjects of such treatment.

Subsequently, the examination, including forensic veterinary, should be conducted exclusively on the instructions of the investigating judge or court, which, in turn, affects other norms of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine related to the grounds and procedure for the appointment and conduct of forensic examinations.

Thus, in part 2 of Article 242 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine, the duty of the investigator or the prosecutor to apply directly to the expert on the conduct of forensic examination has changed on the duty to apply to the investigating judge, that is, the court, with the request for appointment of such forensic examination.

The above changes entailed and the corresponding changes in the order of drawing the expert for conducting forensic examination, which are set forth in Article 243 of the Criminal Procedure Code of Ukraine.

So, in the previous edition, it was on the prosecution side, that is, on the investigator or prosecutor, was entrusted with the task of involving an expert in conducting an examination, including a forensic, and only allowed the possibility of applying the defense party to the expert on contractual terms, which actually deduced the given type of expertise beyond the term «forensic examination».

Changes to this rule of law have set strict limits on the involvement of experts in conducting precisely forensic examinations on an entity that has such a right.
The new wording of the aforementioned norm clearly defines the exclusive right of a court or an investigating judge to involve experts in conducting precisely forensic examinations, which to a certain extent corresponds to the very name of conducting such examinations.

At the same time, the aforementioned innovations fully equal the rights of the prosecution and defense parties to appeal to a court or investigating judge with requests for the appointment of forensic examinations and the involvement of relevant experts.

The above changes to the criminal-procedural legislation of Ukraine are in line with the general tendencies of maximum approximation of Ukrainian legislation to international standards of judiciary, the important role of which involves the involvement of experts in establishing objective truth.

International practice of involving experts points to the need for the distribution of powers, in the process of appointing forensic examinations, between different branches of government, namely, between executive and judicial.
Such a model of engagement of experts should contribute to increasing the transparency and legality of the system of justice in the criminal process, which reduces the risk of corruption component.

Under such conditions, the experts involved in conducting forensic examinations in criminal proceedings, including forensic veterinarians, should carefully investigate the legality of the appointment of such examinations and thoroughly investigate the legal grounds for such involvement.

Conclusions:

1. Analysis of changes in the criminal-procedural legislation of Ukraine in the legal grounds for conducting expert examinations and the procedure for involving experts in veterinary medicine shows a systematic approximation of the normative and legal basis of Ukraine in the criminal process to international norms and standards.

2. Amendments made in the relevant rules of law regarding the grounds for conducting expert examinations and the procedure for involving experts, in particular, aimed at achieving the maximum level of impartiality on the part of participants in criminal proceedings.

Such changes are also aimed at reducing the probability of a corruption component in the process of attracting experts and appointment of forensic examinations, which is currently among the state's top priorities.
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