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The results of the analysis of the current state of international normative legal acts and Ukrainian legislation regarding the protection of animals, grounds and types of legal liability for the commission of animal cruelty and ethical attitudes to animals especially specialists in biology, veterinary, medicine. We served information regarding the implementation and observance of ethical standards and legal requirements of bioethics at the experimental research on animals, including in veterinary medicine.
Statement of the problem. As the content of many international normative legal acts for the protection of animals, each person has a moral obligation to respect all living creatures on our planet, including animals, taking into account the important fact that the latter like people can feel pain, suffering and remember.

The purpose and objectives of research was to analyze the current state of international normative legal acts of Ukrainian legislation regarding the protection of animals and their adaptation to the European Union on animal cruelty.

Results of research. The international community has long been declared its desire to protect fauna from illegal encroachments, as evidenced by the adoption of international instruments. However, Ukraine is a leader in the ranking of countries that are inherent in the phenomenon of cruelty manifestation of behaviors in animals. At present, the legal principles preventing animal cruelty defined the Laws of Ukraine.

Criminal Law of Ukraine envisages criminal penalties for animal abuse belonging to the vertebrates committed using cruel or hooligan motives, and also setting such animals against one another, committed with hooligan or mercenary motives.

It has a right to exist, a new term – veterinary bioethics – principles of ethical attitudes to animals veterinary specialist. Training system of veterinary professionals abroad has long aimed at issue of professionals, which is especially important to assist animal.
Conclusion. Consequently, the European Convention for the protection of domestic animals in 1987 is the basic document defining European standards for the welfare of domestic animals and their protection from abuse and ratified by Ukraine. With the adoption of the Law of Ukraine «On protection of animals against cruel treatment» can be said about the formation of Ukraine in the final legal institute treatment of animals and for the first time in our country defines the basic principle – the presence of animals in natural rights. However, order to harmonize the Ukrainian legislation with the European Union concerning the protection of animals, all experiments using animals that are executed on the bases of scientific, research and educational institutions of Ukraine should be based on bioethical principles and pass preliminary ethical review that will prevent cruelty to animals.
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